California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice

The California State Senate created the Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice to study and review the administration of criminal justice with a focus on the causes and prevalence of wrongful convictions and wrongful executions in California, the safeguards needed to improve the criminal justice system in California, and recommendations to ensure that the application and administration of criminal justice in California is just, fair, and accurate.

Commission Background

The California State Senate created the Commission in 2004 by Senate Resolution 44, which was authored by John Burton (D) of San Francisco.  Legal experts across California serving on the commission are:

· Chair John K. Van de Kamp (former State Attorney General)

· Sheriff Lee Baca of Los Angeles County

· Chief William Bratton of the Los Angeles Police Department

· Attorney Kimiko Burton of San Francisco

· Rabbi Allen Freehling of Los Angeles

· District Attorney Jim Fox of San Mateo County

· Glen Craig (former Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol of Sacramento)

· California Attorney General Bill Lockyer

· California State Public Defender Michael Hersek of San Francsico

· Professor Bill Hing of the University of California at Davis

· Public Defender Michael P. Judge of Los Angeles

· District Attorney George Kennedy of Santa Clara County

· Michael Laurence, Director of the California Habeas Corpus Resource Center in San Francisco

· Former U.S. Attorney Alejandro Mayorkas of Los Angeles

· Judge John Moulds of Sacramento

· Cookie Ridolfi, Director of the Northern California Innocence Project at Santa Clara University

· Douglas Ring of San Francisco

· Nina Salerno Ashford of Crime Victims United of California

· District Attorney Greg Totten of Ventura County

· Attorney John Streeter of San Francisco

Specific Areas of Study
The Commission’s research focuses on two main areas of concern within the criminal justice system.  The Commission is investigating the causes of wrongful convictions in California, including false and unreliable evidence (which consists of false testimony by informant witnesses, incorrect eyewitness identification, false confessions and unreliable and false forensic evidence), illegal conduct and serious errors by police and prosecutors, and lack of adequate defense.

The commission is also exploring the fairness of the death penalty system in the State.  Specifically, the Commission is exploring the ways that race, socio-economic status and geography influence convictions.

The Commission meets monthly and holds periodic public hearings on issues of importance.  The Commission’s first public hearing was held in San Francisco on March 15, 2006 and addressed the problem of mistaken eyewitness identification.   

Recommendations
To conduct its investigation, the Commission is gathering testimony from California exonerees, crime victims and family members, judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, jurors, correctional officers and experts in such areas as false confessions, incorrect eyewitness identification, and faulty forensic science.  In addition the Commission is conducting current studies of the criminal justice system in California and reviewing reports of similar commissions in other states.

Once this investigation is complete, the Commission will identify needed reforms, draft a final report, and submit it to the State Legislature and Governor.  The Commission will deliver this report by the end of 2007.  The Commission may also issue several interim reports.  
